
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Robert Koper [mailto:kopers@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:52 PM 
To: Public Hearing 
Subject: Wal-Mart Bank 
 
Chairperson Bair: 
 
In short, we don't need - no one needs - another out-of-town, out-of-tough  
banking institution.  We have more than enough of these already.  
 
In our community, the only local businesses within a mile of the only  
Wal-Mart Supercenter that are surviving are those that offer  
products/services that are not available at Wal-Mart:  Restaurants,  
fast-food franchises, gas stations (no Murphy USA here... yet), dry  
cleaners, insurance agents, and used car dealers, etc.  Once these giants  
have driven the only true competition from the market, the only local  
alternatives are either a long drive away, or expensive, or both.  
 
In this community, with a combined estimated population of only 190,000,  
there are FOUR MORE WAL-MART SUPERCENTERS already planned or under  
construction within a 10-15 minute drive from this store.  There is a very  
heated public debate over the need/desire for these additional Wal-Marts,  
but the monied interests (read "local landowners and politicians") have  
already given their blessings to these monoliths.  If this banking giant is  
created, there will be a full-service branch in each one of these new stores  
- I am sure of that!  
 
In spite of Wal-Mart's protestations to the contrary, I do beleive that a  
bank with the resurces of a "Bank of Wal-Mart " would become a direct threat  
to the existence of every other banking institution in the US, and to the  
financial independence of the communities they serve.  
 
There are branches of 3 or 4 local banks within 1-2 miles of this Wal-Mart  
Supercenter, one of which has become a leading banking institution in the  
southeastern US, Columbus Bank & Trust, Columbus, Georgia.  
 
Not only do we not need another out-of-state bank in our home town, I  
beleive I'm accurate and correct in saying that we don't want one, either.  
 
I urge you to bring the advance of this would-be vertical monopoly to a  
halt:  Say "NO" to this proposed charter.  
 


